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Lesson I: The Macro Express (ME) Environment
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The Macro Explorer window appears when you open Macro Express.  The first thing to do: create a new main macro file. Click on the new file icon in the top left corner.  Name your file – Orders, Circ, Catalog, anything! 

You will be returned to the Macro Explorer, but now your file name should be at the top under Categories.  We have just created a main file/suite; to run macros you must have that main suite open in Macro Express.  You can only run one suite at a time, thus it is important for you to keep macros you will use for a specific workflow saved in a single suite (file).  

Now, you can click on the new macro button at the top or double click in the white space below the list of macros.  The window below should appear. For now, choose No Activation for your Default Activation, and then click on the Scripting Editor.

[image: image2.png]Choose Default Activation Scipting Edtor
© Holkey  Flaing Meru Diect Edtr

C Schedde  C Popup Menu oo
 Shotkey " Nocivation

© WindowTtle € Contol Cancel

© Mouse Clck Hep

Select a Hot Key from the list below
Flace cursor inthe fied below and press a hot key o select

——

Ty Global Key ot InUse.
CulB Giobal Key Not In Use.
CulC Giobal Key Not In Use.
CulD Giobal Key Not In Use.
CulE Giobal Key Not In Use.
Cul+F Giobal Key Not In Use.
Culs Giobal Key Not In Use.
CuleH Giobal Key Not In Use.
Culel Giobal Key Not In Use.
Culs) Giobal Key Not In Use.
Culsk. Giobal Key Not In Use.
CuleL Giobal Key Not In Us





You should now see the screen below.  As you can see, you still have your main menu, but now you have a list of the groups of commands that you will use to create your macro.  If you click on one of them, all of the commands under that heading will drop down.  If you want to learn more about a command highlight the command and press F1 for Help or right click it and select Help.
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Lesson II: Scripting Editor Features

Scripting Tab

This is where you will “write” your macro. Insert Commands from the command pane into your script.
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Properties Tab

This is an area where you can name your macro, set an activation sequence, or change your icon.
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Scope Tab

This area gives you the option to set from where the macro can be run (e.g. If you set it to Program Specific, and set the program to the Serials module. Then the macro will only run if you are actually in the Serials module.)
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Notes Tab

This is a general area to write down parameters that are required for the user to make your macro work correctly (e.g. You must already have a LUIS session open before staring the macro and have Aleph open). 

Lesson III: Understanding Common Commands

Clipboard

· Clipboard Copy: What is typed will be saved to the clipboard until the Clipboard End Copy command. You may then want to assign a variable to that data and empty the clipboard for the next string of data.  

· Clipboard Paste: Pastes what is in the clipboard.
· Clipboard Empty: Empties the clipboard. 
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Logic:

· If * (where star equals a variety of items); this Begins the Logic statement. For example: If Window Title “Catalog – Version” is on top, then do this set of commands.
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· End If This ends the Logic Statement. There must be an End If for every If. The commands that come between these two command statements will only be employed if the conditional statement is true/met.
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Text

· Text Type: A box will open up, and type in what you want typed in you macro. Remember every key is included – even “enter,” so do not enter at the end unless that is part of the keystroke sequence.  
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Timing

· Delay: very useful for Aleph based macros – Aleph can be much slower than a macro can be, thus your macro moves ahead of Aleph and does not do what you intended. 
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· Wait for Window Title: waits for a specific window title to appear, then continues with the rest of the macro.

· Wait for Key Press: waits for a specific key to be pressed (e.g. “Enter”).

· Wait for Mouse Cursor: will wait for the mouse to become an arrow instead of the hourglass (as an example). 

· Wait for Window to Lose Focus: waiting for a window to lose focus (not have a blue title bar, but a grey one) – another window should be gaining focus at this point. 
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Variables

In ME, variables are named in this convention: T1, N1, C1, D1, etc. where T1 is the first string variable, N1 is the first integer variable, C1 is the first control variable, and D1 is the first decimal variable. Unlike programming languages, you cannot name your own variables.  You must use this naming system.  

· Variable Set String: Set your variable from the clipboard, ask the user for a value or set it with a specific value.  There are also other types of variables (integers, decimals, and controls). 
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· Variable Modify String: modify your variable with trimming, truncation, or append to it.  
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Window Controls

· Get Control: if Macro Express cannot “recognize” a window or button, you can “get a control” and then click on it, etc.  For example in Aleph there are some buttons that are not in the tab sequence – you must click on the button for the dropdown list to appear, so ME allows you to Get Control of that button without mousing or tabbing, then you could use the Mouse Click on Control command and open the dropdown menu.  

Windows/Programs

· Program Launch: Launches a program that you specify in your parameters. This may need to be used in coordination with the Text Type command for password-protected programs.  

· Window Activate: activates a window – focuses it (makes it the active window where the next set of commands will occur), but does not open a program.  If the program is not open or the title is incorrect and not listed as one of the open windows, then this command will not work.  
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Lesson IV: Tips and Practical Information

Follow the MEWG Guidelines. 

Write down your steps before you start writing the macro.

Remember how to stop your macro if it begins to go awry (right click on running man).

System beeps can be inserted for minor debugging purposes.

If copying a number of items to that need to later be inserted somewhere else, you can set Variable String from Clipboard content, and then save your next bit of information.

Use keyboard keys instead of mousing when EVER possible.  

Always test your work in the TEST client (if the macro works inside Aleph). 

When using the Text Type command remember – it uses everything you type including extra spaces and inadvertent “Enters” at the end of your line(s) and this can cause major problems with your macro. 

When using the Wait for Key Press command, use keys that are not going to type anything or ones that you know the function of that key and that is exactly what you want.  Do NOT use keys that could potentially be considered by the program to have an independent (potentially undesirable) function (e.g. use the Ctrl key alone, or the Tab key, but don’t use Ctrl+v unless you want to paste).  
Lesson V: Your First Macro

Write a macro that closes all open windows in your favorite Aleph module, and then opens up Find Search box at the Title Search line.  Write down your steps below.  

Example Macro Snippets 
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This screen is the Macro Explorer.





This is where you will do much of your macro writing





Names of single Macros





Activation (keyboard short cut)





“Orders.mex”





Name of macro “suite;” this one file can hold hundreds of individual macros.








