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Land and tlaves of Widows.

B

rilory of Florida, That, 1 anj te
tator shall devise o) bequ ath fo lus

the nest circuit court fo be: holden
for such connty ; And if such return
is confirmed by the court, if shall be

n,

the duty of the courl to cause such
£ enuctrd by lhe Govesnor and sreturn and proceedings to be enter-
“Liegislative Council of lhe Ter- ed of, record.

And il any of the !
persons appointed as aforesaid, shalj |
tail 1o take upon thewselves the ex-

wife any portion of i estale, such | ecation of said appointment, it shall

devise or beques!
and be takeu in lieu und bar of Duw- q
erout of the estate of ber decease
hunband ; in like manner as i
same were expressed ;3 unless sush
festator shall by

festzment declire otherwise, Pro
vided, that nothing in this sécton

Ahe |

Toutuined shall deprive tie widopgl!

her chéice, eithier to dower of u.:,,u.l
tate or o the pait or yiseiion so'd
vised or bequigatied fo her s am
shell and may be Lawful (or noy ~.u.h
widow,icho will make choice of her
dower within one year fron the time
of the death of Wie'testator be:
circuit court, or by deed e
and nrknuwlulge(l before a
of the peace_of the courtys dud iil-
and enter in the clecks offi

}nln to declare t;
cept the prousluns made for her h)
vaid will, or any part thereof; and
renounce all beiefits which ste o
clim by such wili; but every
not making such declarati

| Lase no more
uds estate than is given

to her by

8ec, 2. Be it further enacled, That
every. mdow alter the death uf her
husband may farey in the mansion
‘place of her busband, and the planta-
tion tkerelo belonging reut free, unti
her dower shall be _assigned 16 her.
And whosoever shll deforce widows
of their dower of lands, whereof the
husband died seizzd, or of such man-
sion honze or plantalisn, shill pry ds-
mages {o the widow to the valie of
the whole dower to them beloaging
from the time of the death of their
hiisbd il ihe day that they shall
!’of‘h\\' récover pos;

dow:

Sec: 3 Be 1lﬁullxerenamd That
any widow claiming dower in lands
or slaves, may present her peliticn
stating the circumstances of the cuse
fo the judge of the circuit court of
the connty where such lands lie, or
in which the slaves may be found, of
which ske claims dower, in term
time ; or file her petition in vacation
in the clerks office,whereupen it shall
be (he duty of the "said couzt, 1o or-
der, or of the clerk in nunlmn 10 is
sue, . summons endorsed on said po
tition directed to the person or per
sons ageinst whom she ‘complains,
conjmanding.such " person or pe:sons,
toappearat the next ferm of said
conrl, fg apswer the complaint of stch
wido, which petitioa and summons
shall be served at feast fen days be
fore the time appointed therein for
the defendsnt or.defendants to ap-
pear.

Bec. 4. Be il (urlher enacted, That
{lie court to whom any such petition
is presenfed, may after the service
and Feturn of the summons aforesaid
compel the defendant or defendants
o answer,and may proceed uponsuch
pcll\lnn and answer, although any of
the ‘defendants may be under the ace
of twenly one yeays according to the
cowrse aud rules of equity : And
shalbinake. such decree for lhs as-
‘signment of dower in such mamer
as shall be moat agreeable to equity,
and such assignment of " dower shall
‘be us effectual 23 if the some - were-
in e ordinary method of tke com-
mon law.  And it shefl further be
‘the duty of such court on decreeing
ae assignment of dower, to appoint
“three te¥pectuble inhabitants of the
“cunly where such laiidy may lie, i
whose dnly it sho1l be to proceed to
1he premises and by actual survey
ad#thmeasurment, fo lay off and as.
Fortaib the boundary lines of such
dower lands in pursu:nce of the sen-
tence,and order of said o ani
akevélurn of their proceediugs to

d 1y be Cvall

shall” be deened, | be the duty of the court fr-m time

to time to appoint others till such du-

Se

Sec. 5.

Be il further enacled, That |

Iifany ma erial lacts wre asserted by

s Jast will and

one party and denied by the othe

the court shall ut the request ofeitier

party cause such fucis 1o be tried by
ajucy. . Aud an appeai from the final
pulmnem or decision of the conrt in
#ny cast respectiiny dower may be
he ,upsriur conrt of the pro
B % an oiher cases,
. Bz it further enacivd, That
o way be fawful for any
mariied woman to release her right of
dower of, 1 and 10 any Linds 2ud 16
uements whertof the husband of: speh
widow may be possessed or seized
by any le_al or - quiiable fitle du
coveriue, by |0ium,_( such hasband
i deed or convey nee wiereby
such-land or fencmenis ave granled,
o mnu,eu mxd «ppraring before
iz For COUE, ur
itory, or be-
(ure any justice of the ce in the
couatly laads and tene
-meuts lie 5 and it shallbe the daty of
ce or justice 1o acquam: such |
with fhe contents of such deed

4

ance \u!m aril
sinn et undu
band, and 10 ¢
such exwmination as aforesaid, maie,
on.the deed o0 copveyapes and es
¥ deed exceuled,
jodge or ju
man esecuted ibe s
an

voluniaily,
eice of her

sh
avey n'
ansd bar the claiuts of such woman up
onany chiin to dower insuch lands
and (enements conveyed by such deed
or conveyance.

Sec. 7. Be il further enacled, That
if any nidow' possessed ol a slave
or slaves as of the dower of her hus
band shall, remove, or voluntarily
perit 1o be removed out of this ter-
ritory, such $lave or shves or any of
thei ase, withoul the cousent
of him, her or them in reversionsuch
widow shall furleit all and every su. h
slave or slaves which she holds of ike
endowment of her husband ualess
'by conseut of the-person for persons
that shall by luw be eatitled to the
reversion thereof. Provided never
theless, that if the consent of those
in reversion canno! be bad, it shall
ard be lawlul for said widow to ‘take
the slave or slaves so in ber posses-
sion, of the endowment of her hus-
hand to the circuit coyrt of the ps»
per county, and there have, their
names, ages and descriptions record:
ed ; and further if the said widow
will then and there give good and
sufficient security to be approved of
by the court, in double the value of
ihie slaves so 1o be removed - condi-
tivned, that thie same slaves shall ot
be wasted, but shall be forthcoming
10 hin, her or them in reversion, af-
ter the death of said widow, in case
the slaves out live her or such part
thereof with thei? additional in-
crease ; then in that case it shall and
may he Iawul for said widow to re-
wove or permit to be removed said
slave or sl.ves, w y d'-sent of those
in reversion to the contrary notwith-
ﬁl.m(lmg ; But (Le consem of those

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, that
ifany widow possessed as aforesaid
shall marry to a husband who shal!
remove, o voluntarily permits 10 be
cemoved out of this tesritory sucl
sluve or sluves on any of their in-

crease without tlhe cunsent of hin,
her, or them in reversion, in such
<case it shal! and ni2y be lawful for 1he
person in reversion to fake and pos
:e(alhe saice slaves which he hola
inrizht of his wifes doweér los
and dnring the lite of said hustand :
Provided, that it said busband wili
have a descriptior o slaves,and
their increase ihen in being recordeq,
andgive security as herein b fore
by the widow
that then he
ove the same, as iu the ¢
reinoring the

vy res
of the widows
But the consent of thse in r
shall supercede i necessiiy of ki

ing ~uch security.

Sec 9 B. i lurlher enacted,th
noting 1a this wet conramned sh
con-teaed o edect any righ:
my haveaccrued, or been vestec,
prios to the: commen cement of
act. ippeoved S apple..-herul 2

e concerning Wills.
tby the Loves norm:d
wisiative Council of the Tervilory
of Floridu, 'That every pesson
v oue years or upwards being of

I
shali nave power al his or her will
id piemme by last will and testa-
i ment ia writing {0 devise all the es-
| tate right title “wnd interest in pusses.
{ sion, 1ec.ainder or reverson, which be
or she hath, or at the time of his or
. her death suall haveor, in or to lards
[ien nenty or berediiainents, annuities
jor rents issuir.g out of them ; poods
"and chatiels, so es soch last will and
testament be sizned by tae testator
or testatrig or by some o'her person
in his o1 lier prescoce, and by his or
tier directions aud moteover if not
wholly wiittea by hims It or hersz|
‘e allested by iw. or uiore compe-
et win 88 s subscribi eirn mes
tn his or ter presence—-vaving 1o the
widow of testators their right of dower
Iands und tenemen's which shall not
swgjudiced by the devine thereof.
Hee 2, Le ‘it furthec nuclrd ‘That

lnmc und marr
tnd over ihe e
be considered real estate ai:d pass by
| will and testament of persous being
possessud thes eot, subject o the same
regulations as landed property.

Sec. 8. Be it furthe) enucled, That
no will in writing or any devise Ihele
mo chaitels shall b- revoked by any
subsequent will, codicil or declara.
tion unless the swure be i writing and
accomp-nied with the formaliiies re-
quitéd by law for the due execution
o the will thereby revoked.

Sec, 4. Be it further enacled,That
ilany testator wake a lnst will and tes
tament. when he have o child living
wherein avy child be might have i
not provided for, such will shall have
no cffect after the birth of szid child
usiless he dies vomarried and without
issue before he attains the age of
twenly one years—when a festator
baving a child or children born before
making bis last will and testament,& a
child shall be born afterwards neither
pmuded for nor disinherited, he shall
succeed 1o the same portion of the es-
tate > he would have been entitled
to had the father died intestate, to-
‘wards raising which the deviscees
and legatees shall contribute propor.
tionably out of the parts devised or
bequeithed to thiem,

o nuncupame will shall be establish.
ed unless it bex niade in the time of
the last illness of the deceased, and
unless he call upon 1wo or more dis-
interested persons lo tuke notice and
bear testimony of such verbal will or
words of like duport.  And after six
months have - elapsed no testimony
shallbe received to estanlish a nun-
cipative will, unless the testimony or
substance thereof was taken down in
writing by the wituess in six days af-
ter they were spoken.

Sec. 6, Bé it tuither enacted,Tbat
authenticated copies of wills proved
and recorded in any of the United

Sec. 5. Be il further enacted, That.

to iny estate in (his teriitory, shall be
admiited to record m the circuit
vouit of this terrory and bave the
~ame 1wrce und effect as it proved us
.hu\rdlvu ed
7. Be il further ena. ted, That
s st contamiod shali he
construed 10 affeet the rights alreedy
vested Ly the pre-exisiing laws o
rried ‘lemales in r rd 10 their
power of bequeat their separate
property.

L dpproved August 51. 1892,
An Act reguraiing Conveyinces.

Eeil euic.ed vy e Gorernor and
Leislative Counil of the Te i
.;lwm iua, ‘Lint no ost

ace or fresbold or f
vee'than two yearsin
aents shall e comveyed trom one fo
avher, unless the conveyance he
eclared in writing, seuled and delivy
red, nor snall such comseyance be
<00d igaiist a purchaser for valuuble
oasideration ot ay ing notice there-
of.or :mvcre(hlm unless the sama wri-
g be ucknowledged by the parly
or purties wi-o shull buve sealed and
delivered it or be proved by iwo or
more guod and credible witnesses, 1o
be by, her or their act,in the ofiive
of the Lierk of ke circuit court of the
counly wlere the lies or some
part thercot ustil the same is deliver-
ed for record in said uffive,

Sec. 2. Be it fuilher euacled That
if the pary who shall sign and seal
cuch writing shall reside out of thiz
Terdory, the acknowledgment of
such party before avy court of record
in the state or territory where he may
rexide, or the pvnuful the requisite
nuaiber of wittiesses fo the signiag and
sealing of said insirument bewg duly
authensicated in the manner thatsuch
acis ure in tise state or iervitory wilere
the same is made, sb:ll be produced
to the clerk oi the virenit comt in
Innsltlulor_) in ihe county where ihe
Im(l lies, it shall be recorded and be
ctual in Lm fo puss the title
u the date iis record i
tenitory a- it dre same had been ac
knowledged or proved as above di-
rected.

Sec. 8. Be it further enccled,That
when any husb.id und wife shali siga
and seal a conveyance of any tract of
land, if she sppear in court and be ex-
amined pinily end apart from her
bushand, or out of court by the clerk
of the couit or LYy two justices of the
peace, and if it be of land out of ihe
county if she be examined by two
justices or a notary public,-or if it be
out of the territory before any court
of record and cerilfied by said court
it shall be received as a relinquish-
meni of the right of duwer in the land
0 n:mneycd, and the sanse shall be
a valid conveyance and a peipetual
burto her right of dower in the land.

Sec. 4. Be it twither enacted, That
any Person or Pirsons given & power
of attorney fo sell and convey lands
if he réside in a different county or
out of the territory shall have the
seme recorded and certified as con-
veyances are directed to be 2s above
mentioned, and the same shall be
again recorded with ke conveyance
executed by authority of the powea
of attorney in the county where the
land lies.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted,Thrt
every estate in lands, which shall
'hereafler be granted, conveyed or
devised to one, although other words
which were heretofore nccessary to
transfer an estate of inberitance, be
not added shall be deewed a fee sim-
ple, if a less estate be not limited by
«xpress words, or. do nof appear to
bave been granted, conveyed or de-
vised by construciion or operation of
Iaw, where any esfate hath been or
sball'be liniited by any conveyence
in remainder to tlie son or daughter
or to the use of the son or daughler
of any person to be begotten; suc
son or daughter born after the de«
cease of his or her father, shall take
the estate in the same manner o3 if ne
or she Liad been born in the life time

States, or any other counuy relative

the father although po estate shall

From a copy of the earliest extant issue, in the Library of Congress.



