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BESOLUTION in relation toan intend:
de visit of the Marquis De Lafuyette to

the United States.

The Marquis de_Lafayette hav-
ing expressed his intention to re-
yisit this country—

Resolved, by the Senate and
House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Con-
gress ansembledy Tha the Presi-
dent be requested to communicate
to him the assurances of grateful
and affectionate attachment still
cherished for him by the Govern.
ment and People of the United
States :

And be it further resolved, That
whenever the President shall bei
formed of the time when the Mar-
quis may be ready to embark, that
a National Ship, with suitable ac-
commodations, be employed, to
bring him to the Uni¥d States.
speskerof the House of Representatives

DANIEL D. TOMPKIN:
Viee Prendrm o the O, States and
residnt of the Senate.
w.;m..gw.., Februny

JAMES MONROE,

. CI

January 24, 1824

Sim{In compliance with the re-
solutian of the House of Represen-
tatives, of the 15th December last,
“that the President of the United
States.be-requested to commuii-
cate aplan for a Peace Establish-
ment of the Navy of the United |U
States,” I have the honor to pre-
senty for your consideration, & plan
for re-organizing thenaval estab-
lishment. Itis designed merely as
the project of a bill, to exhibit the
| principles which are deemed bene-
ficial in their application to the
service, without regard to the
words or form of the law, should
one be faunded upon it; and is ac-
companied by a variely of tables
and estimates, calculated to ex-
plain and illustrate its operatior

In fixing the maval estublish-
ment, the first objects of atten ion
are, the number and size of the
vessels which are to be built, botn
for peace and war. By them the
number and _grade of the officers,
and the number and size of the navy
yards, stations, and_depots, must
be regulated. Considerations pe-
culiar to each of these maturally

- | come into view, but the whole must

have relation to the first object.—
The management and discipline of|
the service must be governed by a
code of rules and regulations, a-
dapted to the character of the es-
tablishment. Such a_code must
be prepared, should this or any o-
ther project be carried into exceu-
tion; but, as it must be founded up-
on the law, and be ¢ nsistent with
its principles, it cannot be prepared

until after the law has been passcd.

PROSPECTUS,

Atthis time when the great poli-
tical parties, which a few years
since divided our country ‘have
become so_mingled that the dis-
tinctions of party names are no
longer kuown, the Editor thinks n
scarcely necessary to say that h
is attached to no party and xm....a
10n0 man or set of m
the same time pledges
the Pensacola Guzette, while it
remains in his hands, shall always
be independently conducted on
genuine republican principles.

Tt will be the constant endeavor
of the subscriber, to render his pa-
per as interesting to his patrons
and as useful to the public us pos-
sible, by the sclection of such ar-
ticles of news, both forign and
domestic, as are of importance, and
the insertion of such ¢ssays on com-
mercial, sgricultural and political
sbjects, 35 may comvey usefulin-
formation_or give rise to salutar
investigation.

Ever prompt in expressing and
ready to defend, the opinions he
may adopt on any sabject, his co-
lumns will always be open to calm,
dupassionate, and dignified com-
munications, as well of those who
do not, us of thoss who do agree
with nim. And while he eolicits the
correspondence of his friends on
matters of scaence, taste and litera-
ture, as well s on topics of public
interest, he hopes that no other
communications will be nffered, as
he should consider it his duty o
reject them without hesitation.

W. Hasel! Hunt

Pemacola, 20th February, 1824,

CONDITIONS :

The Pemsacola Gazette and Weat Florida
Advertiser will be published once a week
at Five Dollars per annum, payuble inva-
riably in advance.

Adver mmmum excer Kl"l

e usual size, will b.
nte ofO Dollar for the ﬁr.\l, And Fifty
Cents roumy subsequent nsetion; long:
n_propo ts and
Huiv;mlm‘ by e rear, will have a
lnhenl deduction made fromthe amount
#f their bills.

While patronage is eamnestly solicited,
it is hoped that all who subscribe wlll
wmply with the condition of payin,
Advince; and.thefkby prove themse res

patrons

S absembcr to the Floridian, not withe
invmgt)mr names, will be_considered
ng to receive the Gazette and
Spected to comply with the condiion
Gertlemen procuring subscribers e
2equested tosend in their names without

W.H.H.

‘the | Their number and

grade
of officers of which the rl(ahlul\
ment ought 10 consist, it is neces-
sary, first, to ascertain the proper
number and importance of nuvy
yards and stations, and the number
and class of the vessels which the
situation of the country requires
to be kept in commission and in
active scrvice; and, secondly, how
many ought o be kepn I readiness
for a state of wai e former
prescribe the limit below wlm:h

v casnat descend without a di-
regard of the public intere:
latter will exhibit a point o
which we need not rise. The for-
mer is indispensable; prudence and
policy demand that we provide for
the latter.

Itis believed that the naval sta-
tions at Erie and Whitehall are
not useful now, and that no course
of events can hereafter render them
necessary to the public defence
Two only of the vessels at Suck-
ett's Harbor are worthy of preser-
vation, and they can be protected
by afew men. The two former of
these stations may therefore be

abandoncd as soon as the public
property at them can be disposed

of or removed; and the la'ter may
be maintained on a very reduced
scale at an expense of ubout $2,000.

Lhe three stations now cost annu-
ally, about $27,000.

When proper depots shall be se-
lected and established, several of
the existing yards and stations on
the Atlantic ‘board may be either
altogether abandoned, or the ex-
pense of them greatly curtailed, by

msintaining a few officers and men
to minister to the wants of vessels
which nece shall compel to
visit them, either for provisions or
repairs. But, as there are vessels
on the stocks at six of these  yards,
none of them can, at this time, be
abolished; but the expense of them
may be somewhat diminished.—
ituation are
well known, and their annual cost
may be scen by paper D, annexed
to the bill. In the report from this
Department, at the commence-

ment of the Session, the force is
mentioned which it was proposed
to keep in commission during the
n | esent yeur, and a hope expressetl

that it might be found sufficient to

accomplish the protection and de-
fence of our commercial and other
interests. That force, however,
was calculated for a stare of the
most peaceful and friendly relu-
tions, and looked only to the in-
terests then' mentioned, without

he | mission to

force, as shall enable usto pass
with least injury from the attitude
of peace to that of war; and give
to our officers the skill and experi-
ence which will fit them to defend
and protect the honot an
of the nation. In _re-organizing|
the navy, these considerations can
not be overlooked. And it is be-!
Tieved that there is enough in the
state of the world, and our own
situation, to prevent us from being|
unmindful of them at this time.—
It seems to be our duty to keep
such a force in commission, as
will protect all our scattered in-
terests, sccure the respect of othcr
powers, and give active service
sufficient to qualify as many of
cers ‘as will be required to com-
mand and managed the whole of|
our vessels, when mecessity shll
call for their use, Long and ac-
tive employment are essential to
give naval skill and experience;
and, witnout them, our vessels arc
insecure, and our character, as a
nation, in dunger of being degra-
It were better to have no
ships, than to have them filled with
incompetent and unskillful officers.
The following is the least force
which it would be safe to provide
for, and keep in commission, and
active service; In the Mediter-
ranean, one ship of the line, one
frigate, one llu-)p of war, and one
schooner: In the Atlantic, inclui-
ing our cwn coust, the West In-
dics, the Guifof Mexico,and the
coastof Africa, one ship of the line,
ate, four sloops of war, and
four schooners; In the Picific, onc
frigate, two sloops of war, and one
schoon or occasional ser\lces,
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J, one fii-
gate, and one sloop of war—in
the whole, two ships of the Ine,
four frigates, eight sloops of war,
and six schooners. Many.of these
vessels will be on distant stations,
in going to and returning from
which, much time must be con-
sumed; and all will require fre-
quent ‘repairs, refitting, and ex
Chisnge ol “citws: “Qthar vistl
must, therefore, be kept in com-
relieve them, and a
force, equal to whout_one-ffth of
the whole amount, will be neces-
sary for this purpuse.

Tuis then respectfully subuitted,
that the numbcr of officers and
men required for the navy yards
and stations on the Atlantic hoard,
and for the vessels before men-|
tioned, is, with proper allowan e
for sickness and casua ties, the
lowest for which provision can
safely be made in_the contempla-
ted organization of the naval estab-
lishment. It is for this, with other|
reasons, hereafier mentioned, that
the project submitted in the first
section mentious this number as
the least which the President of|
the States shall be premit-
ted to retain.

When the vessels now authori-
zed by law to be builtare complet~
ed, there will be (besides those on
the lakes) 12 ships of the line,
frigates of the first class, 3 frigates
of the second class, 3 steam bat-
teries, vne other post ship, 6
schooners, including the Spark,
and 15 sloops of war, should Con-
ss order ten more to be built.—
hese, when in commission, to-
gether with the shore stations,
will require the number of

-| stances

sent use, but to enable us in the
most rapid, cheap, and efficient
manper, to pass into a state of war,
and employ all our vessels in active '
rvice. By comparing the first
& second sections, it will be perceiv-
ed that the officers of the
A;rldel,requlnllgllle ates!
and experience, which are pro-
posed to be_retained, will be com-
petent to the command of all the
vessels; and that, by the prothotion
of some of the most skilful, from
he inferior grades, and introduc-
ng as many as may be necessary,
into the lowest, where skill is least
needful. the whole will be organiz-
ed with facility. But. order to
|ﬁ_‘ the officers urm inferior grades
for

to co-operate with those of any
other nation. In such cases, rank
must be respected. Our officers,
for want of it, may always be su-
bordinate; our fleets, uo matter
what their power, be subject to the
orders of others, though command-

i|ing a very inferior force, and our

reputation be thus placed where it
might not alvays be safe. Hise
tory furnishes some valuanle illus-
trations on this point. One ad-
itional, but inferior grade, that
of sub-lieutenant, is also proposed ;
itis meant to provide increused
rank and pay for pussed midship-
men, who have distinguished
themselves by zcal and activity,
in discharging their uuuee. and

that the force before meationcd be
kept it commission, and the offi-
cers named in the first section be.
employed as constantly as circum-
will_ permit.  With the i
vessels now in commission, this
object cannot beaccomplished. A
great portion of the science of the
naval commanders can be acquired
only on the ocean, and by years of
abor and discipline. Itis i vain
to hope for a triumphant_defence
of our national interests ard charac-
ter there, without we thoroughly
train, educate, and discipline,
those who have to fight our bat-
tles. To ensure such a defence,
beyond hazaid, it is confidently
ieved, that the nation will cheer-
fully meet the requisite expense.—
Connected with this point, it is not
improper to suggest, that the early
education of most of our officers
is very unequal to the character
they have Subsequently to sustain,
and that an efiectual remedy can
be found only in the establishment
of a naval school.

We have no rank above that of
Captuin. The plupnm‘d organiza-
tiom gives tiree higher grade

'

whole argument in favor of this
increase, us if it were a new ques-
tion. It has been frequently pre-
sented to the public consideration.
The experience of all nations, botn
in land and naval forcf:, has led
to the same result in relation to it.
No one has ever been able 10 com-
mand her armies or her fleets by
Captains. And our expericnce
does not justify us in believing,
that our success in such an experi-
ment will be greater. Rank 15 ne-
cessarj to enforce disciplinc; toe
orders of a superior arc always mote
veadily obeyed than those of an
equal in grade. Rank is equally
necessary 1o ensure the science
required tu command an’ extensive
force, which differs from, and is of|
a much higher character than that
which is competent 16 the eom-
mand of a single vessel, the desire,
also, to reach the higher rank,
will create. strenuous exertivn t
acquire the information which is
suited to it, and operate extensive-
ly on the gencral character of the
whole corps. 1f you would induce
your officers to prepare themselves
for any service, you must present
to them the certainty er hnmg
that service to perform; that
their duty and honor il !qullly
demand that they preform it well.
Itis no reproach to them to
that yery few now are, and with
our present system, very few ever
will be, fitted to command our
fleets successfully against a pover-
ful and skilful adversary; and it is
carnestly to he hoped, that such
an arrangement will be adopted as
to furnish all grades with such s op-

uch

s report, the

r pron o-
tion, and for wlwm th may be
no vacancies in the rank of Leute-
nant,

The expense of the pruposed
increase of ranks, compared
its advantages, is trivia
expenditure is always to be mea-
sured by the public advantage re-
sulting from it; and if six or seven
hundred officers can be excited to
useful exertion; discipline and
efficiency increased; causes of
irritat’on with other nations, and
of mortification to ourselves, di-
minished ; such an expenditure
will be found to be true economy.—
Besides, in examining this, in cou-
nexion with other parts of the pro-
posed organization, it will he seen,
that, although there be'a small in-
crease of expense on one.pointy
yet, by adopting the whole, the ex-
pense of the naval establishment
will be diminished.

The temporary rank of captain
commanding a squadron in mrl,
is authorized for cases of nece

attached to the flag offi.ers are
nscfu! but o be employed only on
L will b - perceived, that ‘the
design in rating the vessels s 1o
arrange the comprnsation of the
officers by their responsivility and
shew ;\m proper cempleincrt for
each clas:

The ludmg principle in that
part of the piopused organizauon
which relates 10 pay, is to appor-
tion it to the amount and impor-
tance of the seivice performed, that
ne whose responsibility is greatest,
and who is engaged in the m st
active duties, shou'd receive the

i compensation.

three general rates ure propose
Forthose in active service. 2. For
those who hold themselves in rea-
diness for active service ; of are en-
gaged in merchunt vessels, acquir-
ing that knowledge of seamans|
which will enable thein most skil-
fully.to perform their duties. 3. For
those on furlough for definite or
indefinite periods, and who are not
employed in merchant vessels.

To the first class, in some cases,
the same, and, in others, higher
pay is given, than is now allowed.
The advance is believed to be
proper, from the permd wheg
that ed, the
increased mponnmmv arisn,
from the changes in our vessels,
and the inducement which it of-
fers to, be constantly in service,

o the second class, an average
of abouttwo-thirds of the pay of
the first is given. To the thiid,
about one third of the first. This
proportion is considered equitable
und just; and the eﬂ'e:unuupmd
from it is, desire
InalloMeersof ull gradess a destoa
leading, in its necessary results, to

mentioned in the second section,
and which is therefore taken as
the largest which it is at this zime
necessary to authorize. The

sels havin,

designed firear protection from
foreign aggression, ~ve must train
officers to command and manage
them. Itis worse than useless to
bave vessels, which cannot be em-
ployed for the want of officers, and

whose ignorance and inexperience
will endanger their safety. The
experiment would be alike hazard-
ous and prodigal. An effort has,
therefore, been made, in the p

been built, and helng‘

great l'olly to entrust them to those | or

excitements to exertion, as il pre-
vent our future experience, on this
point, from being calamitous. ~The
increase of rank will also obviate
some causes of irritation, in the in-
tercourse of our officers with those
of other nations, the least powerful
of whom have higher grades than
we have, and they universally claim
honor and precedence according to
rank; this mul:ellher be yielded,

skill, and " abilitym
Under the system now iu existnce,
itis almost always the pecuniary
interest of an officer to obtaiu leave
of absence, ora station on shore,
Under the one now submitted, it
will be his interest to be actively
employed upon the proper element
of the seamen: but, as he cannot
always be there, the sccond, or
redyced pay,is placed at such an
am unt as to enable him, whrn on

hem
ded. To the Ersl. lhe Kndwidlul
and national pride of our seamen
cannot, and ought not to assen
and the latter s productive of un-
SRe Intie y n

ive d com-
an ofbcer of the public.
tis also proposed a lite

y to
fortably,
ought

3|Ucto vary the pay, according to

the rate of the vessel and the a.

sed arganizaton, o to arrange the
grade and number of officers,as
not only to manage, in the best!

ence will be greatly augmented,
and our naval reputation may suf”
fer severely, from this cause,

way, the force necessary for pre-

of the force, because the la-
Vor and rnsponnblhty ofthe officer
vary with th

The pmposed compensation to

should ear vessals have ul:cluon

From a copy of the second issue, in the Library of Congress.

adnirals and commodares js as



