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This study examined 1994 gubernatorial election coverage by two Fiorida

daily newspapers, The Miami Herald and The Sun-Sentinel, to determine if their

coverage was biased. The author conducted content analyses of the titles and
terms both papers used to describe the candidates, the total column inches
devoted to each candidate, and the number of times the candidate’s name
appeared in headlines. The results of the analyses were inconclusive for both
elections, but in the Republican primary The Miami Herald appeared to show
slight favoritism for Jeb Bush, a Miamian. The Sun-Sentinel provided relatively
equal coverage for all four major candidates. In the general election both papers
mentioned Lawton Chiles more frequently with more attention directed to his
stand on issues possibly because of his incumbency.
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