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The a lmos t  s o l i d  e d i t o r i a l  suppo r t  of c h a l l e n g e r  

George Smathers by t h e  F l o r i d a  p r e s s  became a  campaign i s s u e  

d u r i n g  t h e  Democratic s e n a t e  pr imary of 1950. The r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between e d i t o r i a l  endorsement and news coverage of  

Smathers and incumbent Claude Pepper was i n v e s t i g a t e d  through 

e v a l u a t i v e  a s s e r t i o n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  T i m e s ,  

t h e  only major d a i l y  t o  endorse  Pepper ,  and t h e  Tampa T r i b u n e ,  

a  l e a d e r  among   mat hers ' backers .  

A l l  n o n a d v e r t i s i n g  c o n t e n t  of  a  random sample of 

i s s u e s  pub l i shed  du r ing  t h e  campaign pe r i od  was analyzed.  

A s s e r t i o n s  were c a t e g o r i z e d  f o r  d i r e c t i o n ,  sou rce ,  and place-  

ment. 

The hypo the s i s  t h a t  a  p o s i t i v e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n -  



s h i p  e x i s t e d  between t h e  amount o f  n e g a t i v e  a s s e r t i o n s  made 

a b o u t  a  c a n d i d a t e  and t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  o v e r a l l  coverage  he 

r e c e i v e d  was s u p p o r t e d .  Also  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  no 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t e d  between t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 

e d i t o r i a l  n o t i c e  a  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v e d  and b i a s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  

of a s s e r t i o n s  made abou t  him i n  a  p u b l i c a t i o n s  news column. 
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