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The almost solid editorial suppoft of challenger
George Smathers by the Florida press became a campaign issue
during the Democratic senate primary of 1950. The relation-
ship between editorial endorsement and news‘coverage of
Smathers and incumbent Claude Peppef was investigated through
evaluative assertion analysis of the St. Petersburg Times,
thg only major daily to endorse Pepper, and the Tampa Tribune,
a leader among Smathers' backers.

All nonadvertising content of a random sample of
issues published during the campaign period was analyzed.
Assertions were categorized for direction, source, and place-
ment.

The hypothesis that a positive proportional relation-




ship existed between the amount of negative assertions made
about a candidate and the quantity of overall coverage he
received was supported. Also it was discovered that no
significant relationship existed between thé direction of
editorial notice a candidate received and bias in the nature

of assertions made about him in a publications news column.

ohny L. Griffith, Ed.D.
C rperson




