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T h i s  s t u d y  examined p h o t o g r a p h e r ' s  e t h i c s  a s  judged  by 

t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  F l o r i d a  d a i l y  newspaper  news manage r s :  (1) t h e  

p e r s o n  who sets  o v e r a l l  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y ,  ( 2 )  t h e  key  e d i t o r  

f o r  d a i l y  news o p e r a t i o n s ,  and  ( 3 )  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a n k i n g  news 

p h o t o  manager .  

The p u r p o s e  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a  p o s s i b l e  s h i f t  i n  t h e  
C. 

e t h i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n s  by t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  of  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  

p h o t o g r a p h e r  a c t i o n s  i n  e a c h  o f  1 0  case-model  s i t u a t i o n s . \  

Responden t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  j u d g e  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r ' s  "on s i t e  

h a n d l i n g "  o f  e a c h  s i t u a t i o n ;  t o  judge  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  

assuming  h e  d o e s  n o t  t e l l  t h e  e d i t o r  o n  d u t y  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h e  

" d e s k " )  how h e  h a n d l e d  e a c h  s i t u a t i o n ;  and  t o  j u d g e  t h e  

p h o t o g r a p e r ,  a s suming  h e  d o e s  t e l l  t h e  d e s k .  

; Responden t s  w e r e  g i v e n  f o u r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  e t h i c a l  re- 
!.. 

s p o n s e s  i n  which  t o  make t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n s :  " P e r f e c t l y  

E t h i c a l , "  " Q u e s t i o n a b l e  E t h i c a l  P r a c t i c e , "  " U n e t h i c a l , "  

and " E x t r e m e l y  U n e t h i c a l . "  I 

v i i i  



I t  was hypothesized t h a t  t h e  pho tog raphe r ' s  e t h i c s  

would be judged h i g h e s t  where he t e l l s  t h e  desk how he 

handled a  given s i t u a t i o n ,  and lowest  where he does no t  

t e l l  t h e  desk.  The e t h i c s  of t h e  pho tog raphe r ' s  "on s i t e  

handl ing"  would be judged somewhere between t h e  two extremes,  

depending on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

A l l  t h r e e  t y p e s  of news manager respondents  were ex- 

pected t o  make s i m i l a r  e t h i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n s  concerning t h e  

pho tog raphe r ' s  a c t i o n s .  

R e s u l t s  tended t o  suppor t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  hypothes i s .  

There was a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  e t h i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n s  by respondents  

of t h e  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  photographer a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i r e c -  

t i o n s  expec ted ,  and t h e  respondent  g roups '  e v a l u a t i o n s  were 

s i m i l a r  t o  each o t h e r .  

The r e s u l t s  of t h e  s tudy  a r e  impor tan t  because they  

show t h a t  t h e  e t h i c s  of t h e  pho tog raphe r ' s  a c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  

only  viewed i n  te rms  of h i s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  but  a r e  

a l s o  con t ingen t  upon whether o r  no t  t h e  photographer t e l l s  

t h e  desk how he handled t h e  g iven  photo ass ignment .  Those 

who a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  pho tog raphe r ' s  work, a s  we l l  a s  

those  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  newspaper c o n t e n t ,  want t o  be 

kept  informed of t h e  pho tog raphe r ' s  a c t i o n s .  

Chairman 
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