PHOTOGRAPHER'S ETHICS IN TEN PHOTOJOURNALISM SITUATIONS
AS JUDGED BY THREE TYPES OF FLORIDA
DAILY NEWSPAPER NEWS MANAGERS

By

HARVEY ROBERT CHABOT

A THESIS PRESENTED TO THE GRADUATE COUNCIL OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA IN PARTIAL
FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF
MASTER OF ARTS IN JOURNALISM AND COMMUNICATIONS

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

1974




TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . . . « ¢ o o o« o o o o o o o o o o = iii

LIST OF TABLES e e s e s e e s e e s e e e e e e e vi
ABSTRACT & « & « o o o o o o o o o o v o o « o o « « wviii
CHAPTER
I. INTRODUCTION . . ¢ o o o o o o o s o o o o & 1
The Wilcox Study . . . . . .« « « + « « « . 3
The Parrish Study . . . . e e e e e 4
Background of the Present Study o w e e 5
Statement of the Problem . . . . . . . 6
Notes . . .« ¢ ¢« v ¢ o « o 4 4 e e e . . 8
IT. RESEARCH DESIGN AND PROCEDURES e e e e e e 9
Introduction . . . .« ¢ o4 e e e w e e 9
Selection of Respondents . . . . . . . . . 9
Technique of Evaluation . . . . . . . . . 10
Situations e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 12
"Questionnaire Design . . . . . e e . 16
Questionnaire Mailing and Follow-up . . . 18
Data Analysis . . .« + & o & & o « o o« . . 19
Notes . . ¢ o v v ¢ et e e e e e e e e . 21
ITT. PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS e e e s & e o s 4 . 22
Introduction . . . . ¢« ¢ v ¢ ¢ 4 e e 4 e 22
Description of Respondents e e e e e e 23
The Photojournalism Situations . . . . . . 25
Iv. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR
FURTHER RESEARCH . . . « ¢ « « o « o &+ « o & 52
Summary and Conclusions . . . . .« . . . . 52
The Photojournalism Situations . . . . 53
General Comparisons with the Wilcox and
Parrish Studies . . . . . . . . .+ . .« . . 55
Suggestions for Further Research . . . . . 56

iv




APPENDICES

A. WILCOX STUDY SITUATIONS INCLUDING A TABLE OF
RESPONSES TO STAGED PHOTOGRAPH SITUATIONS . . 58

B. PARRISH STUDY SITUATIONS INCLUDING A TABLE OF
RESPONSES TO STAGED PHOTOGRAPH SITUATIONS . . 63

C. LETTER OF INTRODUCTION TO HIGHEST RANKING NEWS
EXECUTIVE . « . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ e ¢« ¢ o o o« o o « « . 79

D. THE QUESTIONNAIRE INCLUDING LETTER OF INTRODUC-
TION TO INDIVIDUAL RESPONDENTS AND DEMOGRAPHIC

QUESTIONS . v ¢« ¢ v ¢« v o o o o o o o o« o o 81
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & ¢ « o o« o « 91
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH . . . .« .« ¢ ¢ ¢ v o« o v o o« v o & 92




Abstract of Thesis Presented to the Graduate Council of the
University of Florida in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree of
Master of Arts in Journalism and Communications

{PHOTOGRAPHER S ETHICS IN TEN PHOTOJOURNALISM SITUATIONS )

AS JUDGED BY THREE TYPES OF FLORIDA
DAILY NEWSPAPER NEWS MANAGERS

By

Harvey Robert Chabot
June, 1974

Chairman: Dr. Harry Griggs
Major Department: Journalism and Communications

This study examined photographer's ethics as judged by
three types of Florida daily newspaper news managers: (1) the
peréon who sets overall editorial policy, (2) the key editor
for daily news operations; and (3) the highest ranking news
photo manager.

dwThe purpose was to investigate a possible shift in the
ethical evaluations by the respondents of three alternative
photographer actions in each of 10 case-model situations%
Respondents were asked to judge the photographer's "on site
handling" of each situation; to judge the photographer,
assuming he does not tell the editor on duty (that is, the
"desk") how he handled each situation; and to judge the
photograper, assuming he does tell the desk.

eRespondents were given four categories of ethical re-
5ponges in which to make their evaluations: "Perfectly
Ethical," "Questionable Ethical Practice," "Unethical,

and "Extremely Unethical." |
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It was hypothesized that the photographer's ethics
would be judged highest where he tells the desk how he
handled a given situation, and lowest where he does not
tell the desk. Thé ethics of ﬁhe photographer's "on site
handling"” wouid be judged somewhere between the two extremes,
depending on the situation.

All three types of news manager respondents were ex-
pected to make similar ethical evaluations concerning the
photographer's actions.

Results tended to support the investigator's hypothesis.
There was a shift in the ethical evaluations by respondents
of therthree alternative photographer actions in the direc-
tions expected, and the respondent groups' evaluations were
similar to each other. |

The results of the study are important because they
show that the ethics of the photographer's actions are not
only viewed in terms of his actions in the field, but are -
also contingent upon whether or not the photographer tells
the desk how he handled the given photo assignment. Those
who are responsible for the photographer's work, as well as
those responsible for the newspaper content, want to be

kept informed of the photographer's actions.

Chairman
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