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Although Florida historians refer to Sidney Catts as one of Florida's
nost colorful figures, there is little published material reiating to the
state's twenty-secand governcr. Much of what has been written has relied

-

heavily upcon newspacer accounts of the period. The purpose of this study
is to esta~lls}~ that the state press' o/Dln.Lon of Catts' candidacy fluctuated,
rather than remained in steady ooposition, as scre cf the most popular

works &bout Catte maintain. By utilizing 2 daily analysis cf editorial
reierences to Catts by s2lected newspapers and developing several categories
of reactian to Catts, the author atterpted set forth a better understand-
ing of changing editorial views in this particular period in hcoes that
future scholars writing about Catts micht be aided in utilizing newspapers
as prirmary research tools. The study showed that as the prirary election,
recount, and general election reriods progressed, for various reasas news-
perers fluctuated in their opinions toward Catts. A random apprcach o
detarmining newspaper opinicn micht have left the misleading view that the

vress generxally opncsed Catts, but this detailed analysis clearly indicates

that cpinions varied.




LIST OF TALTES

TABLE I: LAKEIAND TETEGRAM TABULATICON CF PRESS POSITIONS
ON CALTS-NOTT CONTEST

TABLE IT: JACKSGWILLE DIXIE TABULATION Cr' PRESS
POSITIONS ON CATITS~HNOTT CONTEST

TABLE ITI: STATE PRESS POSITIONS G CANDIDATES AT
VARIOUS STAGES CF 1916 GUEERNAWORIAL CONILEST

iv

Page
Nurber

36
45

63



