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Florida's juvenile courts have been effectively closed
to journalists by judges protecting the identities of juve-
niles. Although most judges are well qualified, some abuse
the rights of juveniles. Because of a conviction the public
needs to know about such courts, a research prdject was 'under-
taken with the cooperation of the Alachua County Juvenile

Court and The Gainesville Sun to see if the mass media can

interesé the public in the court. A panel of representative
Sun subscribers were questiongd before and after a series of
eight articles about the court were published.

The results showed that few panel members noticed or
read the articles, This,led tolﬁhé’cénclusiqn thatH$“g66dM
public relétiohsQc§mpaightﬁi§h£fbe a béttér'meéns 6f infor-
ming the public ab03§ the court system.
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