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F l o r i d a ' s  juven i l e  cou r t s  have been e f f e c t i v e l y  c losed  

t o  j o u r n a l i s t s  by judges p ro t ec t i ng  t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  o f  juve- 

n i l e s .  Although most judges a r e  we l l  q u a l i f i e d ,  some abuse 

t h e  r i g h t s  of  juven i l es .  Because o f  a convie t ion  t h e  pub l i c  

needs t o  know about such cor.~rts, a resea rch  p r o j e c t  was 'under- 

taken wi th  t h e  cooperat ion of  t h e  Alachua County Juveni le  

Court and The Ga inesv i l l e  Sun t o  s e e  i f  t h e  mass media can 
I 

i n t e r e s t  t h e  pub1i.c i n  t h e  cour t .  A panel  of r ep r e sen t a t i ve  

Sun subsc r ibe r s  were quest ioned be fore  and a f t e r  a s e r i e s  of - 
e i g h t  a r t i c l e s  about t h e  cou r t  were published. 

The r e s u l t s  showed t h a t  few panel  membars not iced  or 
I / , I  I / 

read t h e  a r t i c l e ? ,   his , l ed  t o ,  t h e  c o n c l u e ~ ~ n  f h a t ,  a good, 
1 1  

pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  ' ~ a m ~ a $ ~ n  might  be a bkttbr meens of  in fo r -  
'\ 

ming t h e  pub l i c  aboui  t h e  c o u r t  system. 
\ 
I I 

I 1 . ' .  
I 
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