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FLORIDA SUNSHINE LAW 

- 
1970s h a s  been  t h e  t o t a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new l e g i s l a t i o n  

d e s i g n e d  t o  open  government  p o l i c y  a n d  d e c i s i o n  making 

p r o c e s s e s  t o  p u b l i c  s c r u t i n y .  

F l o r i d a  o c c u p i e s  a u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  deve lopmen t  

l a s t  t o  g e t  a n  o p e r a t i v e  l a w ,  y e t  it i s  now c o n s i d e r e d  a 

b reak  open  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i v e  and  d e c i s i o n  making e l e m e n t s  o  

A b s t r a c t  o f  T h e s i s  P r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  G r a d u a t e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  F l o r i d a  i n  P a r t i a l  F u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  

R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  Degree  o f  
Master o f  A r t s  i n  J o u r n a l i s m  and  Communicat ions 

NEWSMAN'S SEARCHLIGHT: 

BY 

J o h n  P. M a i t t l e n - H a r r i s  

Augus t  1979 

Chairman: D r .  H a r r y  H .  G r i g g s  
Major Depar tmen t :  J o u r n a l i s m  and  Communicat ions 

A m a j o r  deve lopmen t  i n  U.S. m a s s  media  l a w  d u r i n g  t h e  

of s u n s h i n e  l a w .  The S t a t e  w a s  n e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  n o r  t h e  

F l o r i d a  c o n c e p t .  R a t e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  above  a v e r a g e  a t  b e s t  

it i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  o n l y  example o f  a n  " a l l - o u t  a t t e m p t "  t o  

government .  I t  a l s o  s e r v e d  as a model f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  

s u n s h i n e  l a w  e n a c t e d  i n  1976 .  

The l a w  i s  b a s e d  on  a f u n d a m e n t a l  p r e c e p t  o f  modern 

p r e s s  and  d e m o c r a t i c  t h e o r y .  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s u n s h i n e  l a w  

p r o v i d e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  examine i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  

o t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  c o n c e p t s  and  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  i n  

v i  



h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  

a b road  c o n c e p t .  P r a c t i c a l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  seems i n e v i t a b l y  

t o  c a u s e  a n e e d  f o r  l e g a l  compromise  b e t w e e n  c o n f l i c t i n g  a n d  

compet ing  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  r i g h t s  i n  modern s o c i e t y .  P r a c t i c a l  

e x i g e n c i e s  o f  mak ing  s u c h  a c o n c e p t  w o r k a b l e  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e  

f o r c e d  many r e s o r t s  t o  j u d i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

A b r o a d  t h e o r y  h a s  had  t o  g i v e  way i n  some a r e a s  t o  t h e  

needs o f  p r a c t i c a l i t y  b u t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  i m p r o v e d  gove rnmen t  

and t h e  acknowledgemen t  o f  human r i g h t s .  
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