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The purpose  oE t h i s  s t u J y  w a s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  a g r i -  

c u l t u r a l  news p r 2 f e r e n c e s  oE F l s r i d a  newspaps; e d i t o r s  and a 

s e l e c t e d  grou? o f  .F lo r ida  r e a d e r s .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  would 

e n a b l e  F l o r i d a  e d i t o r s  t o  p r o v i d e  newspa?e?.- r z ~ l d e r s  wi.th t h e  

t y p e  c f  i n f o n n a t i o n  t h e y  p r e f e r  and would c n ~ b l e  a g r i c u i t u r a l  

news s e r v i c e s  t o  p r o v i d e  b o t h  e d i c c r s  and r e a d e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  

p r z f e r e n c z s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  news. Th is  s t u d y ,  t h e n ,  is  i n -  

t ended  t o  enhance t h e  d i f f u s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n f o j . ~ . a t i o n  

th roughout  t h e  s t z t e  of F l o r i d a .  

The s t u d y  surveyed  235 newspaper e d i t o r s  and 400 

nevspaper r e a d e r s  by m a i l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  A c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  

a l s o  was performed on a g r i c u l t u r a l  news s E o r i c s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  

a1.l F l o r i d c  newspapers  from September,  1974, t l ~ r n u g h  Ra~en'me.r, 

19 74. 



A r e s p o n s e  ra te  of  66 p e r c e n t ,  o r  263, was a c h i e v e d  

f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  s u r v e y ,  and t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  127 e d i t o r s ,  o r  

5 4  p e r c e n t ,  were  o b t a i n e d  from t h e  e d i t o r  su rvey .  A n a l y s i s  

o f  170  a g r i c u l t u r a l  news s t o r i e s  was performed. 

Reader  p r e f e r e n c e  was f o r  s t o r i e s  between 5 and 10 

p a r a g r a p h s  i n  l e n g t h ,  and p e r t a i n i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h ,  how-to-do- 

i t ,  o r  g a r d e n i n g  themes. L i t t l e  p r e f e r e n c e  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  

s t o r i e s  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  o r  which s t r e s s e d  l o c a l  e v e n t s .  

E d i t o r s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  overwhelmingly e x p r e s s e d  

a p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s t o r i e s  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  and a l o c a l  theme. A 

m a j o r i t y  oE e d i t o r s  p r e f e r r e d  s t o r i e s  under  1 0  co l -mn i n c h e s  

and  e x p r e s s e d  a d e s i r e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  news f i l l e r s .  Family 

and how-to-do-it s t o r i e s  were  t h e  p reEer rcd  themes. 

1 % ~  c o n t e n t  a n a l - y s i s  showed t h a t  less than  25  p e r c e n c  

o f  t h e  newsgap3rs i n  t h e  s ta te  p r i ~ t e d  some a g r i - c u l t u r a l  

s t o r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of a n a l y s i s .  Only 32 p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  s t o r i e s  p u b l i s h e d  had a l o c a l  theme, i n  s p i t e  of t h e  

s t a t e d  p r e f e r e n c e  by e d i t o r s  f o r  l o c a l  s t o r i e s ,  b u t  o v e r  45 

pcrcer i t  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  were  under  1 0  column i n c h e s  i n  l e n g t h .  

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s t a t e d  p r e f e r e n c e s  of t h e  e d i t o r s ,  the v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t c r i e s  d i d  n o t  conta i l1  p t c t u r e s ,  and t h e  

ic(>s t Z r e q u c n t l y  publ is l ted  s g r i c u l  t u r d  theine was t h a t  of t h e  

f u t u r e  e v e n t .  
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