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This study was based on the results of 100 questionnaires 

sent to ten reporters at each of the state's ten largest 

daily newspapers. The questionnaire sought information about 

the reporter's frequency of use of, reliance upon and protec- 

tion of confidential news sources. It also asked the repor- 

ter's opinions of proposed "shield laws" designed to provide 

him with a legal means of protecting his source's identity. 

Results of the survey showed that almost all reporters, 

regardless of the'type of news they cover, rely heavily upon 

confidential sources in their reporting. Twenty per cent of 

the respondents had at one time been asked by a judicial 

body to reveal the names of their sources, but only one-fourth 

of them had complied and named their informant. A slight 

majority wanted no shield legislation at all, but of those 

vi 



favoring such a law, almost three-fourths wanted the privi- 

lege to be absolute. 

The results are important for two reasons. They supply 

data on the actual day to day use of confidential news sources 

by a large nunher of reporters and they reveal the opinions of 

a group seldorn heard from but one that would be most affected 

by any shield law. 

u r, Chairman 
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