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Abstracto: La coleccion consiste en un album de fotografias promoviendo los viajes de crucero de la compafiia
Holland América a las Indias Occidentales en 1937. Las fotografias fueron tomadas por el fotografo Robert Smith
Mathews, con texto narrativo escrito por su hermano, Richard B. Mathews.
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Nota biogréafica y/o histérica

El SS Statendam fue construido por la compafiia Harland y Wolff en Bélgica, para remplazar al segundo SS
Statendam, que se hundi6 durante la Primera Guerra Mundial. El buque naveg6 regularmente entre 1929 y 1940,
cuando fue llamado a regresar a los Paises Bajos debido a la amenaza inminente de la Segunda Guerra Mundial. El
SS Statendam se incendio el 11 de mayo de 1940 durante la invasion de Alemania-Nazi a los Paises Bajos, y los
dafos causados por el fuego fueron catastréficos; el buque fue declarado pérdida total. Robert Mathews (1903-
1972), trabaj6 frecuentemente para los cruceros de la linea Holland América, principalmente entre 1930 y 1939
segun informacién recopilada de registros de aduana en donde aparece su firma. Sus fotografias se publicaron en
panfletos, albumes de promocion, y anuncios para la compafiia. Su hermano, Richard Mathews (1901-), viajé6 muy
frecuentemente y aunque estaba inscrito como residente de Nueva York, principalmente vivia a bordo. La familia de
los hermanos Mathews era oriunda de Toronto, Ontario, Canada, pero vivian muy a menudo tanto en Bufalo como
en Nueva York. John Mathews, el hermano menor, fue editor del periddico “Detroit Free Press” en Michigan.
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Importanciay Contenido

El Aloum de Fotografias del SS Statendam de las Indias Occidentales de 1937, es de 13 ¥4” x 11” de tamafio, de
tejido acanalado azul. El album esta encuadernado con tornillos de bronce en el borde con el titulo, en dorado
metalico, en la portada, y contiene [48] hojas, con nueve carteles que describen las escalas del crucero, [32]
fotografias de gelatina de plata en color sepia de tamafio 8” x 10”, las cuales estan rotuladas con titulo y numero de
negativo. Este album era un album con motivo de promocién y recordatorio de los viajes del crucero SS Statendam
de la linea Holland América con paradas en Cuba, Islas Virgenes, Martinica, Trinidad, Venezuela, Curazao,
Colombia, el Canal de Panama, y Jamaica. El album documenta un viaje a las Indias Occidentales del SS
Statendam en 1937 con fotografias de Robert Mathews y texto por su hermano, Richard Mathews, el cual describe
las paradas en los distintos puertos de una manera vivida y detallada. El &lbum comienza con una fotografia de un
barco de la nave lleno de pasajeros con destino a puerto, seguida por fotografia del Castillo del Morro, el Palacio
Presidencial, la playa publica La Playa, en la Habana, y una foto de un “Atardecer Tropical’. Otras fotografias
incluyen a un joven montado en un burro en las Islas Virgenes; la montafia Pelé y el mercado en San Pedro,
Martinica; una fotografia excepcional de una mujer echando agua en un vaso de una jarra de agua montada en su
cabeza, y un molino de vientos en Trinidad; una foto del paisaje agreste de Venezuela, incluyendo fotografias de La
Guayra y Caracas; barcos de vela y el mercado en Curazao, y fotografias de Jamaica, El Canal de Panama,
Cartagena, y Colombia.

Arreglo

El album se ha mantenido completo y esta en su orden original.
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Informacién sobre la Adquisicion

La coleccién se compr6 en Lewis J. Buckingham, DBA Buckingham Books -ACH, 2022.
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SS Statendam West Indies Photograph Album

Cuba Card - "Havana -Oldest and largest city in the West Indies. The beautiful view of Cuba stretching for miles
along the sea front, with Morro Castle and La Playa Beach and the Spanish architecture that never will be
forgotten. The sight of the tomb of Christopher Columbus; the Capitol with enormous diamond, center of four
roads. One of Havana's most outstanding attractions is the Jai Alai games- fastest, most exciting of all sport.
Gambling unrestrained. Gay and colorful night life: cabarets the "rhumba” reigns supreme. Bargaining for "rhumba"
instruments, perfume, and cigars. Then to Sloppy Joe's. Farewell to the port of vivid color, gay life, and to us a new
world. Photographs by Robert S. Mathews, Text by Richard B. Mathews"

"691 - SS “Statendam" Tender Service". Photograph of the S.S. Statendam taken from a boat pulling a Ship's boat
filled with passengers embarking to Havana port from the Statendam

90 - "Diving Boys". Photograph of boys diving from boats

907 - "Morro Castle, Havana". Photograph of El Morro Castle with a view of buildings in Havana's bay in the
background

896 - "President's Palace, Havana". Photograph of the Presidential Palace, surrounding buildings and the
monument in honor of General Maximo Gémez, in Havana

856 - "La Playa Beach, Havana". Photograph of La Playa Beach Bathhouse in Havana, showing sunbathers in the
foreground, and diners eating on the background, on tables placed under trees for shade

357 - "Tropical Sunset". Photograph of a sunset with sailing boats

4 - "From Bluebeard's Castle, St. Thomas, V.1.". Photograph taken from Bluebeard's Castle in St. Thomas, with a
view of St. Thomas Bay and buildings

161 - "Rural Express St. Thomas, V.l.". Photograph of a young boy riding a donkey laden with a wooden box

36 - "A Virgin Islander, St. Thomas". Photograph of a girl with festive dress

5 - Business Section, St. Thomas V.1." Photograph of the business section of St. Thomas, showing the U.S. Post
Office, a wallscape advertisement for "Cablegrams to all the World”, the Internal Revenue Office billboard, the front
door of "Joe Petersen Pool & Billiards Parlor", men and women walking, and multiple cars parked on the street

"Martinique Card - Scene of the great volcanic mountain Pelé, and birthplace of the Empress Josephine, first wife
of Napoleon Bonaparte, Martinique is among the most famous of the West Indian Islands. Fort de France is the
leading port, a town with the atmosphere of the Cote d' Azur, with its lovely marble statue of the Empress
Josephine, surrounded by lofty Royal Palms. A favorite drive from Fort de France leads through tropical trails to St.




Pierre, the Pompeii of the West Indies, a once charming city that was almost totally destroyed by the eruption of
Mt. Pelé in May 1902. Here there is a remarkable view of the towering volcanic peak, and an opportunity to explore
the ruins of old St. Pierre, which was once the gayest town in the West Indies, a Paris in miniature.”

362 - "Mt. Pelé, Martinique". Photograph of Mt. Pelé in Martinique

82 - "Monument to Empress Josephine, Martinique". Photograph of Empress Josephine monument in Martinique

330 - "Market at St. Pierre, Martinique". Photograph of the market at St. Pierre, showing a busy market day

N

Bridgetown Card - “Barbados, in the British Windward Group, although a small island of only 166 square miles
area, has always played an important part in the commerce of the West Indies, because of its important crops of
sugar cane. The island also has the distinction of having been visited by George Washington, who lived for a time
at Bridgetown, the principal port of call. A typical British colonial town, laid out on neat and practical lines, the
names of its streets and squares are as English as those of London. The white roads, neat little rose-veered
cottages and the great bougainvillea trees add bright splashes of color to the jewel-box Barbados. Text by Richard
B. Mathews, Photographs by Robert S. Mathews."

Untitled - Photograph of sailing ships and clock tower building at an unnamed pier

21 - "Mawbry Water, Barbados". Photograph of a woman pouring water from a water vessel atop her head

498 - "A touch of Holland in Bridgetown, Barbados". Photograph of a windmill in Bridgetown, Barbados
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Trinidad Card - "Discovered by Columbus on his third voyage to the New World and named in honor of the Holy
Trinity, this important island off the coast of Venezuela is one of the most productive in the West Indies. The
administration is British, and Port of Spain, the port of call, with its remarkable Botanical Garden, the handsome
government buildings and the pleasant villas, is made even more memorably colorful by its large Hindu population.
There are around 100,000 of these East Indians in Trinidad who retain their native costumes and manner of living.
For centuries a principal source of the island's wealth has been the famous Pitch Lake, a natural deposit of
asphalt. Here Sir Walter Raleigh calked his ships with pitch on one of his historic voyages. Text by Richard B.
Mathews, Photographs by Robert S. Mathews."

354 - Hindu Family, Trinidad, B.W.I ". Photograph of a Hindu family seating by a tree

349 - "Homes in Trinidad". Photograph of homes on a street in Trinidad

781 - "Mule Cart with Sugar Cane, Trinidad". A photograph of a cart full of sugar canes, pulled by two mules
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Venezuela Card - “La Guayra presents a breath-taking introduction to the continent of South America, with its
green and red background of the lofty Andes and the vivid stucco houses rising in terraces from the sea". A
railways which is one of the world's greatest engineering feats and also a fine motor highway connect La Guayra
with Caracas, the capital of Venezuela, 22 miles distant and 3,000 feet above the port city. The thrilling drive over
the Andes, with its remarkable views of sea and mountain, is one of the most picturesque trips on the West Indies
cruise. Caracas is a smartly modern and beautiful city, with wide avenues and the handsome broad Plaza Bolivar
with its imposing statue of the liberator of South America. Photographs by Robert S. Mathews, Text by Richard B.
Mathews."

56 - "In the Shadow of La Guayra". Photograph of La Guayra mountain

"Andes Mountains, Venezuela". Photograph of a panoramic view of the Andes Mountains

2 - "Caracas, Venezuela". Photograph taken from a high point, clearly showing how Caracas is a city built on a
valley

Curagao Card - "Dutch West Indies - Busy Curacao, the humming heart of trade in the West Indies, is a Dutch
possession lying off the northern coast of Venezuela. Willemstad, the chief town, is as Dutch as Edam cheese,
with its picturesque streets and spick-and-span houses all neat in a row. Curagao is a great favorite with cruise
travelers to the West Indies as a shopping center. Perfumes, silks, and fine liqueurs are all sold here at low prices,
and the pontoon bridge, the old Spanish fort and the broad pleasant bay, form a lasting memory of picturesque
Curacao". Text by Richard B. Mathews, photographed by Robert S. Mathews."

500 - "Sailing ships at Curacao”. Photograph of sailing ships docked at the bay. A building with Curacao Trading
on its eave can be seen in the background

7 - "Street of Bargains", Curagao D.W.l. Photograph of a busy street lined with stores on either side, men and
women walking, and parked cars

846 - "Curacao, Pontoon Bridge". Photograph of Pontoon Bridge in Curacao, the Hotel Americano can be seen in
the background

Cartagena Card -"On the Caribbean coast of Colombia lies an old city, Cartagena, throbbing with adventurous
memories of a time when it was the most important city in Central America. The Statendam anchored in the same
harbor where Sir Francis Drake hove to an laid the city in ruins many years ago. Despite or perhaps because of its
robust past however, Cartagena is like a city asleep, resting for a recrudescence of grandeur. The romance and
adventure of the past returned at night, however, when its harbor shined in the starlight, and the ghosts of




buccaneers seemed to swagger down the narrow alleys. Photographs by Robert S. Mathews; text by Richard B.
Mathews."

411 - "Along the Waterfront, Cartagena". Photograph of the waterfront in Cartagena, showing two small fishing
boats on the foreground, a pier, and multiple buildings along the shore

446 - "The Market Place", Cartagena. Photograph of the marketplace in Cartagena, by the port, showing multiple
vendors, shoppers, and docked sail boats

Panama Canal Card - "Colén is the Port Said of America, with fascinating shops, oriental bazaars, gay cafes and
hectic cabarets. It is a free port, (in more ways than one), and many are the bargains to be picked up as you walk
along the covered sidewalks of the shopping district. But it's the Canal that overshadows everything. Four
centuries have passed since the King of Spain ordered a survey made for the cutting of the canal across the
isthmus, and just twenty years have elapsed since the canal was completed. It is a monument to American
determination and engineering skill. One never will forget the sight of the great ships which are quietly lowered or
raised by the huge steel gates weighing 700 tons at the Gatun Locks. Text by Richard B. Mathews, photographs
by Robert S. Mathews."

637 - "Ruins of Old Panama". Photograph of ruined structures in Panama, including a tall tower

639 - "Famous Gatun Locks, Panama Canal." Photograph of a ship in the Gatun locks of the Panama Canal

Jamaica Card - "Kingston- the capital city stands near the site of old Port Royal, the town of buccaneers which was
destroyed by an earthquake in 1692. As the ship slips into Kingston Harbor, the remains of Port Royal may still be
seen. In the center of the city is the Parish Church founded in 1700 and containing a number of monuments and
inscriptions relating to various persons prominent in the history of Jamaica. Nearby are the attractive Victoria
Gardens and only 19 miles from Kingston are the Castleton Gardens, a remarkable collection of tropical plants and
palm trees. Jamaica is a happy vacation playground. Photographs by Robert S. Mathews, Text by Richard B.
Mathews."

10 - "Waterfront and Blue Mountains, Kingston, Jamaica". Photograph of the waterfront and Blue Mountains in the
background. Several ships can be seen in the foreground

186 - "King Street, Jamaica." Photograph of King Street in Jamaica, trolley with "Hope Gardens" advertising. Cars
and buses parked in front of building with clock tower

437 - "Hope Gardens, Jamaica." Photograph of a road leading to Hope Gardens in Jamaica, lined with palm trees




